CRE 350: Creative Media Portfolio 2 

+ CRE 250: Creative Media Portfolio 1 



Champlain College 
Spring 2015 
Time 
Location 
Instructor 
Email 



Mondays, January 12 - April 20, 9:30am-12:15pm 
Ireland 206 
Mary Zompetti 
nnzompetti@champlain.edu 



Office Hours by appt 



Catalog Description (CRE 350) 

What is artistic practice? How does the intent of the artist shape the process of making 
art and what responsibility does the artist have to society? Through a combination of 
class critique and special studio sessions, you will address these questions as you build a 
body of work that embodies the artist's intentions while maintaining aesthetic and 
conceptual integrity. 

Learning Outcomes & Objectives (CRE 350) 

o Assess and examine conceptual and aesthetic themes in your own worl< 

o Synthesize a variety of media into cohesive works that maximize the inherent and unique 

communicative qualities of those media 
o Create aesthetically cohesive art integrating a variety of media while maintaining integrity of 

intent 

o Compare and contrast the role of the artist in a variety of western and non-western cultures, and 

consider the artist's responsibilities to society 
o Articulate and defend creative choices in both process and product 

o Apply various aesthetic theories and approaches from previous CRE course experiences in the 

creation of one's own work and in the critique of peers' work 
o Evaluate, deconstruct and re-evaluate their own process and artistic intentions 



Course Description (CRE 250) 

Combine the skills and ideas you've acquired on multiple areas of creative media studies 
to begin producing a body of work that is professionally executed and has conceptual 
integrity. Through a combination of class critique and special studio sessions, you will 
strive to realize work that reflects your unique creative vision. 

Learning Outcomes & Objectives (CRE 250) 

o Identify and articulate conceptual and aesthetic themes in your own work. 

o Discuss the inherent and unique communicative qualities of a variety of media. 

o Employ a variety of media in the creation of art while maintaining aesthetic cohesiveness. 

o Articulate and defend creative choices in both process and product. 

o Analyze the role of the artist in society and evaluate your own work in that context. 

o Describe the use of artistic style both historically and in one's own work. 

o Apply aesthetic concepts in the process of critiquing work. 



Assignments/Grading 



Attendance/Class Participation 
10% affinal grade 

Weekly attendance in class and studio Is required - the pace of the class Is quick and 
critique time Is valuable. Please make engaged and active attendance a priority. 



Presentations/Readings 
15% affinal grade 

These assigned presentations, readings and exercises are designed to expand our 
conversations in class and to help jumpstart new ways of thinking and working during 
the first half of the semester. More info to come as assignments are given. No late 
assignments accepted. 

#1 - Artist Research - Framing Your Work, due January 26 
#2 - Art and Social Justice, due February 9 
#3 - Making/Taking, due February 23 

In-class Critiques 
25% of final grade 

Regular critiques and feedback about your individual projects are an important part of 
your continued development as an artist. Come to critique prepared to present your 
work in progress, showing approximately 8-10 hours/week of studio time. Bring the 
work on an easily accessible medium (flash drive, etc) or bring physical objects. 

#1 - January 19 (past work) 
#2 - February 2 
#3 - February 16 
#4 - March 23 

#5 - April 13 (CRE 350 students)/April 20 (CRE 250 students) 



Final Portfolio + Artist Statement 
50% affinal grade 

The final culmination of all of your hard work - specific guidelines to come. 



Course Schedule 



Week 1: January 12 
Intros 

Assignment: Bring your current portfolio of worl< and an artist statement to class. 
Week 2: January 19 

Group Critique and Discussion #1: Past Work + Artist Statement to Date 

Assignment: What are your concerns as an artist? Research three artists who are 
working with similar ideas or concerns. Write a one-page discussion of the work in 
relationship to your own and prepare a 10-15 minute visual presentation to share with 
the class. Bring the presentation on a flash drive next week. 



Week 3: January 26 

Class Presentations - Artist Research: Framing Your Work 

Assignment: Write a draft project proposal discussing your studio plans for the semester. 
Discuss your ideas and how you will integrate various creative media to conceptually and 
aesthetically explore those ideas. This can be loose at this point and will surely evolve as 
the semester progresses. Begin working on new work towards this goal and bring that 
work to class for critique next week. 



Week 4: February 2 

Group Critique and Discussion #2: New Work in Progress + Semester Project Proposals 

Assignment: Presentation/Reading #2, Art and Social Justice (guidelines to come) 

Week 5: February 9 

Class Presentations/Reading #2 - Art and Social Justice 

Assignment: Prepare new work for critique. 

Week 6: February 16 
Group Critique and Discussion #3 

Assignment: Continue refining your work. 

Week 7: February 23 

Field Trip - Taking Pictures/BCA Center, 135 Church St (meet promptly at site) 

Assignment: Presentation/Reading #2, Making/Taking (guidelines to come) 



Week 8: March 2 

Class Presentations/Reading #3 - Making/Taking 

Assignment - Have a restful and fun break! 

<No class March 9 - Spring Break> 

Week 9: March 16 
Film Day! 

Assignment: Prepare new worl<for critique. 
Week 10: March 23 

Group Critique and Discussion #4: Finals + Artist Statement Draft 1 

Assignment: Continue woriiing on final portfolio. 

Week 11: March 30 

Field Trip - Studio + Gallery Visits, locations in Burlington TBD 

Assignment: Continue work on final portfolio, refine your artist statement and bring to 
class, and bring materials for a workday next week. 

Week 12: April 6 

Individual check-in meetings and in-class work time 

Assignment: Prepare for final critiques 

Week 13: April 13 

Final Group Critique - CRE 350 Students 

Assignment: Refine work and statement for the final portfolio review 

Week 14: April 20 

Final Group Critique - CRE 250 Students 

Assignment: Refine work and statement for the final portfolio review 



Week 15: Final Exam Date/Time TBD 



Individual Portfolio Reviews 



